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1% batteries of horse artillery, to march on Eylau by the
direct route, via Wackern, Schlautienen, Domiau, Gorken,
and Eoditten. As the head of the column emerged from the
forest at Schlautienen, Ney was seen approaching their right
flank from Bornehnen. To stop his advance, Lestocq sent
one battalion, whilst he pushed another, with half a horse
artillery battery, on to the heights running east from
Schlautienen. At the same time, the direct road to Althof
was abandoned, in favour of a more circuitous one by
Poinpicken and Graventien.

As Ney drove in the flanking force of two battalions, he
advanced his guns towards the Schlautienen heights and
Wackern. He had received orders at 7 a.m. to march on
Kreutzburg, and to drive the Prussians from the Koenigsberg
road towards Bernadotte, who was supposed to be marching
direct on that place.

As the tail of the Prussian column was leaving Wackern,
the head of another French force was seen approaching from
the south-west. A company of infantry was sent into the
wood in front of Wackern, to delay, as much as possible, this
fresh column. So vigorous was the attack of this company
that the troops behind it were enabled to get clear of the village.
As the French, following up with infantry and artillery,
drove in this weak rear-guard, they occupied Wackern. One
Prussian company^had to force its way out with the bayonet.
As Ney's men passed right and left of Wackern, 5 Prussian
squadrons and a half battery were forced aside, on to the
Kreuzburg road, notwithstanding the fire of their guns.
The brave stand at Wackern had given time to the
Prussians left to rest after their night march to overtake
the rest of the corps at Pompicken. They had set out from
Bomben as soon as they heard the guns at Sclxlautienen.

At Pompicken another stand was made* Ney was, once
more, delayed while Lestocq pushed steadily on with Ms
main body, by Graventien, to Althof, constantly fending off
Key's advance against his right flank and rear, whilst